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Since 1965, SPD’s pedigreed annual “Best In Show” competition has 
unleashed hundreds of thousands of entries from dogged design handlers around 
the world. This event promotes and recognizes the most purebred in editorial 
design from the print and online kennels. All competition jury members vote on 
designs across all breeds after examining the design’s overall structure, movement 
and temperament as well as the designer’s teeth, gait, musculature and  
obedience. To ensure fairness, judges are not permitted to vote on their own litter. 

All pieces selected by the jury during the first round of judging are Merit Award  
winners and included in the PUB 44 Annual. During the second round of judging,  
every judge votes on the Gold Awards for Excellence and the Silver Awards for  
Distinctive Achievement and the the top finalists for the Magazine of the Year 
Award. The Magazine of the Year finalists and the Gold Medal finalists for print and 
online will be announced in February 2009. The Silver and Gold Medals, along with 
the winner of the Magazine of the Year Award and the Members’ Choice Award will 
be announced at the Awards Gala on Friday, May 8, 2009.

Co-Chairs
Nathalie Kirsheh, AD, W

Judith Puckett-Rinella, Sr. PE, T

MOY Chair
Bruce Ramsay, Director of Covers,  

Newsweek

Online Chair
Jeremy LaCroix, Chow.com /  

CBS Interactive

Captains
Florian Bachleda, Principal, FB Design

Debra Bishop, CD, More
Brandon Kavulla, AD, Best Life

Ken DeLago, DD, Golf Digest
Geraldine Hessler, DD, Glamour

Edward Leida, Group DD, W
Wyatt Mitchell, DD, WIRED

Robert Newman, The Man at  
Robert Newman Design

Robert Perino, DD, Fortune
Ina Saltz, Principal, Saltz Design

Judges
Richard Baker, Principal,  

Richard Baker Design
Matthew Bates, DD, Backpacker
April Bell, Associate AD, Money

Gail Bichler, AD, NYT Magazine
Phil Bicker, CD, The Fader
Cass Bird, Photographer

Kyle Blue, DD, Dwell
Niels Bøje ziegler, Educator/Edit Designer, 

Danish School of Media and Journalism
Shawn Brydges, Agent

Stella Bugbee, DD, Domino
Scott Buschkuhl, CD, Hinterland 

David Carthas, PD, Blender
Daniel Chen, CD, Child

Pascal Dangin, Founder, Box
Jeff Docherty, Art Director

Lisa Elin, PD, Men’s Fitness
Andrew Essex, CEO, Droga5

Sylvia Farago, Photo Director
Christopher Griffith, Photographer

Scott Hall, PE, T
Darrick Harris, PE, Cookie

Luke Hayman, Partner, Pentagram
Steven Hoffman, CD, Sports Illustrated

Vanessa Holden, Editor,  
Martha Stewart Weddings

Bill Hunt, Principal,  
Hasted Hunt Gallery

Joseph Hutchinson, AD, Rolling Stone
anton ioukhnovets, AD, gq

Neil Jamieson, AD, Field & Stream
Hubert Jocham, Typographer

Andre Jointe, AD, Details
Kory Kennedy, DD, Runner’s World

Kate Larkworthy, Principal,  
Kate Larkworthy Artist Representation

Dragos Lemnei, Art Director
Tim Leong, DD, Complex

Jeremy Leslie, Founder/Editor,  
Magculture.com

Kathleen McGowan, AD, Barneys
Raymond Meier, photographer

Chris Mueller, Deputy AD, Vanity Fair
Catriona Ni Aolain, PD, ESPN

Tom O’Quinn, Deputy AD, Bon Appétit
Michelle Outland, DD, Nylon

Krista Prestek, PE, GQ
Emma Reeves, PD, Tar

Bernard Scharf, CD, Departures
Amy Steigbigel, PD, Getty NY Stills  

Creative Imagery Division
Gary Stewart, DD, Tennis

Jo-ey Tang, PD, Out
Blake Taylor, CD, Inc.

Lisa Vosper, Deputy PE, Hallmark
Jan Wilker, Partner, Karlsswilker, Inc.

Captains Emeritus
Dirk Barnett, CD, Blender

Scott Dadich, CD, WIRED

Competition Captain
Nancy Stamatopoulos, AD,  

Supermarket News

One last thing
It’s about the deadline  
Friday, January 9, 2008  

Miss it and you’re paying a late fee. 
$10 per entry.

*
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The Rules
All entries into the competition must be 
published and dated 2008; this includes 
magazines with a split date of 2007/2008 
or 2008/2009. Magazines published in 
2008 with a cover date of 2009 are NOT 
eligible & will be disqualified.

The Cost
SPD members, $35 per entry -- and with 10 
or more entries, you can send an additional 
three entries FREE. (But only three. Not 
three for every 10.) Non-members, $50 per 
entry. But if you miss the deadline, whoever 
you are, it’s an extra $10 per entry.

The Deadline
The deadline is Friday, January 9, 2009 by 
5PM. If you enter past this time, there’s a 
$10 late fee per entry until Friday, January 
16, 2009. No entries will be accepted after 
5PM on Friday, January 16th. SPD reserves 
the right to reclassify or disqualify any 
entries which are submitted improperly.

If You Win
If you win, you’ll be notified by mail on or 
about February 20, 2009. A publication 
fee is required for inclusion in the PUB 
44 Annual; member rate of $60 per entry, 
and non-member rate, $80 per entry. The 
notification letter will include instructions 
for submitting hi-res files for the Annual. 
If you don’t win, you won’t get a letter. All 
winning publications will be listed on the 
SPD website, www.spd.org, on or about 
February 20, 2009.

The Book
All winners will be featured in the  
44th Publication Design Annual. This 
full-color, 296-page volume contains the 
work of the industry’s leading designers, 
photographers and illustrators. It is an 
invaluable resource for publication design 
professionals worldwide. The Annual will 
be available November 2009 and retails 
for $55. All SPD members receive a free 
copy, and may reserve additional copies 
for $35 each. If you are NOT a member, 
you may reserve a copy for $50, or join 
now and get your copy free.

The Party
The Magazine of the Year, Gold and Silver 
Awards and Members’ Choice Award  
will be presented at the Gala on  
Friday evening, May 8, 2009.

print 
Editorial publications of any genre, including all newsstand publications, trade, corporate, 
educational/institutional, annual reports, and special interest publications.

ONLINE
Interactive, digital media with editorial content. 

MEMBERS’ CHOICE
Members’ single-entry choice of excellent design, photography and typography from their 
publication in 2008.

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR
The Magazine of the Year Award is the highest award the Society grants. It is given  
to the art director whose magazine demonstrates the most effective and imaginative  
use of design, typography, illustration and photography. This year it will be given to  
just one magazine.

CREATURE FEATURE
This one-time-only category provides another way to earn a treat this year—and help home-
less hounds! Enter as many covers/spreads/singles in any category (i.e. design, photography, 
illustration, info graphics and online) that feature a member of the animal kingdom (homo 
sapiens don’t count, smarty pants) and we will donate the entry fee to Bideawee.org.

The competition is divided into five parts.



v

PRINT &    
MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR
Magazine of the Year 
Submit 3 different issues. Copy the entry forms, tape one to the back of each issue and 
mark “1 of 3,” “2 of 3,” and “3 of 3.” Go to www.spd.org/contest to complete your Magazine 
of the Year Overview Form, print it out, and attach it to the top of your 3 issues with a  
rubber band to make one complete entry. You must attach this print-out to your 3 issues, or 
your entry will be disqualified. Submissions will be judged for overall design, use of typog-
raphy, photography and illustration. Only ONE AWARD will be given the night of the Gala — 
there can be only one Best in Show. There is no fee to enter Magazine of the Year,  
as long as you have submitted other entries to the competition. WHAT?! That’s right:  
Magazine of the Year is FREE when submitted with any other entry from your publication.

Redesign
For the BEFORE issue: Submit the last issue before the redesign. Clearly mark BEFORE on 
the back cover. For the AFTER issue: Submit one issue from after the redesign. Clearly mark 
AFTER on the back cover. Tape the entry form to the back of the AFTER issue.

Entire Issue
Submit one entire issue with an entry form taped to the back cover.

Spreads
The back of each spread must be taped along the spine. Tape the entry form to the back of 
the last spread. Stories (2 or more spreads) should be placed in order and stapled together 
in the upper left corner. Tape the entry form to the back of the last page. Do not submit 
spreads as booklets, single pages stapled together, or accordian-fold style; these entries  
will be disqualified immediately at SPD HQ.

Single Pages
Tape the entry form to the back of the page.

About Sections — Non-Features
These categories recognize all the varied components of designing a magazine, with a 
focus on regular sections and departments that comprise the front and/or back of the book. 
Entries can be either Single Page/Spread (see instructions for entry above) or a Series of 
Pages (at most 6 pages or 3 spreads together, see instructions above for preparing entries), 
pulled from one single issue or from a variety of issues with a 2008 issue date, from any 
part of your magazine that is not a feature, or part of the feature well. Submissions will be 
judged for visual excellence and the cohesiveness of the pages presented. One page is one 
page, so a spread counts as two of up to six pages. Feature well opening pages are not 
eligible for inclusion in this category. They should be entered as feature single/spread 
entries as appropriate.

About Photography & Illustration
Submit the entire editorial page(s) on which the work appeared. Photographs and illustra-
tions must be commissioned by the publication entering the piece. Only original tearsheets 
will be accepted; digital print-outs will be disqualified.

MEMBERS’ CHOICE AWARD
Only one piece per publication may be entered, not one piece per member. Your entry can 
be a cover, single page, story (2 representative spreads), or entire issue (submit the cover 
and 3 representative spreads). Burn a hi-res pdf version of the piece onto a CD. Label the 
CD with the magazine name, member’s contact name and telephone number. Include the 
CD with all of your other entries. THERE IS NO FEE TO ENTER MEMBERS’ CHOICE, but you 
must be an SPD member.

 ONLINE

CREATURE FEATURE

Web sites and other digital publications with dynamic or regularly updated editorial  
content, including text, pictures, video, audio, animation or a combination. Entries can 
be affiliated with print magazines, or not. Work will be judged on the quality of design 
and usability. Work must be viewable via a standard browser, with standard plug-ins  
or downloads. For each entry, please submit a short description, no more than 100 
words, stating the purpose and/or goals. Submit the full internet address (URL) of the 
work to be judged. The entries must have been live online within the dates of the  
competition (2008). If the work is not online on the date of the judging (January 30, 
2009), then you may submit the URL of a cached site, or an FTP site with screen shots 
(jpgs or pdfs) of the original. For judging purposes, the site must be available for  
viewing through February 10, 2009.

This is your chance to submit your favorite layout prominently featuring one or more  
animals. Any member of the animalia kingdom is fair game, with the exception of the  
genus homo. Humorous submissions (say, print profiles of military dictators or white 
rappers) will be ignored. You can submit your beast-based designs in either print (cover, 
spread, single page, photograph, illustration, infographic) or online as you would normally 
enter into these categories—just remember to mark it 55 for Creature Feature on your 
entry form. SPD will donate your $10 submission fee to Bideawee.org. Bideawee’s mission  
is to promote and support safe, loving, long-term relationships between people and 
companion animals by providing a continuum of services and programs that are innovative, 
personalized and of high quality.

how to enter               how it works               

MEDAL 
FINALISTS

All medal finalists will be notified on 
or about February 20, 2009 by mail. 

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, there will 
be finalists for each of the 45 print 

categories. No one will know who the 
Gold and Silver Medal winners are 

until the night of the Gala. At the Gala, 
one Gold Medal winner and one Silver 

Medal winner will be announced in 
each category.

MAGAZINE  
OF THE YEAR 

SPD
MEMBER 
BENEFITS
Big Discount on entries to SPD 
Competitions

Free Annual ($55 value)

Special Members’ rate to the Gala 
(a savings of $200 per ticket)

Invitations to related events in 
the industry

Discount on all Speaker Series 
admission

Subscription to InaNet, the 
essential job resource e-mail blast 
for editorial design

Access to Health Insurance  
for Freelancers
Networking opportunities

*
*

SPD awards the Magazine of the Year 
Award to just one magazine. The mem-

bers of the jury spend the first day of 
judging looking only at Magazine of the 

Year entries, nothing else. In a second 
round of judging, the field is winnowed 

to the top 15 finalists, and the jury votes 
again. In February, the top finalists 

will be announced with the other Gold 
Medal finalists from the judging. The 

top winner will be announced the night 
of the Gala, and presented with the 

Gold Medal for Magazine of the Year.

MEMBERS’ 
CHOICE AWARD

Each member will be sent an  
e-mail with their individual log-in  

and password to the SPD Members’ 
Choice site online. Members can then 

log-in and view all of the entries.  
While voting, members can save their  

favorites to a lightbox and continue 
voting at a later time. Members must 
choose one piece from their favorites 

as their vote. The five finalists will  
be announced in April 2009;  

one winner will be announced and 
presented with the Gold Medal for 

Members’ Choice at the Gala.
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categories

Print
MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR
Submit 3 entire issues + one-sheet

DESIGN
Cover

Entire Issue

Section: not feature (single/spread)

Section: not feature (series of  pages,  
up to 6 pages/3 spreads)

Feature, Service (single/spread)

Feature, Service (story)

Feature, Profile, Non-Celebrity           
(single/spread)

Feature, Profile, Non-Celebrity (story)

Feature, Profile,  
Celebrity/Entertainment  
(single/spread)

Feature, Profile,  
Celebrity/Entertainment (story)

Feature, News/Reportage 
(single/spread)

Feature, News/Reportage (story)

Feature, Travel/Food/Still Life   
(single/spread)

Feature, Travel/Food/Still Life (story)

Feature, Fashion/Beauty 
(single/ spread)

Feature, Fashion/Beauty (story)

Trade/Corporate  
(single, spread or story)

Annual Reports

Educational/Institutional 
(single, spread or story)

PHOTO
Cover

Entire Issue

Section: not feature (single/spread)

Section: not feature (series of pages, 
 up to 6 pages/3 spreads)

Feature, Service (single/spread)

Feature, Service (story)

Feature, Profile, Non-Celebrity 
(single/spread)

Feature, Profile, Non-Celebrity (story)

Feature, Profile,  
Celebrity/Entertainment (single/spread)

Feature, Profile,  
Celebrity/Entertainment (story)

Feature, News/Reportage  
(single/spread)

Feature, News/Reportage (story)

Feature, Travel/Food/Still Life  
(single/spread)

Feature, Travel/Food/Still Life (story)

Feature, Fashion/Beauty  
(single/spread)

Feature, Fashion/Beauty (story)

Trade/Corporate (single, spread or story)

Annual Reports

Educational/Institutional  
(single, spread or story)

ILLUSTRATION
Cover

Single/Spread

Story

Photo-Illustration  
(single, spread or story)

INFO-GRAPHIC
Single/Spread or Story

REDESIGN
Before/After Issues

Online
Online site associated with  
a print publication

Online site independent of  
a print publication

Online redesign. 
Note: for the redesign category,  
lease submit at least three before- 
and-after comparison screen shots, in 
addition to the site address. 

Online photography

Online video

Online illustration, graphics or animation

Online homepage design

Online special feature

Online navigation or  
information architecture

Creature Feature
DESIGN or PHOTO
Single, Spread, Cover or Online
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Fill this in completely. Winning notification depends upon being able to contact you  
accurately about your entry via postal mail and e-mail. Copy this form for multiple entries and 
tape it to the back of each entry.

CONTACT 

[  ] Magazine of the Year: FREE when submitting any other print entry. Category 01

[  ] Print: Enter category (02-45) 

[  ] Online: Enter category (45-54) 

[  ] Members’ Choice: FREE for any SPD member. Remember to include your cd in the entries package!

[  ] creature feature: Category 55

Check one :     [ ] Publication               [ ] Studio

Publication 

Publishing CompanY

Issue Date

Page numbers 

Title of Entry

URL (new media entries)  

Creators Creative Director  

Design Director 

Art Director 

Designer(s)  

Illustrator(s) 

Photographer(s) 

Director of Photography 

Photo Editor(s) 

Studio (if applicable) 

Client (if applicable) 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip

Phone 

Fax

E-mail 

 Check one:

Which part of the PUB 44 competition should this entry be judged in?

entry form
Fill this in completely.  					             tape THIS to the back of each entry.
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Fill this in completely.  

x $35 (member rate) =Number of entries (for 10 or more PAID 
member entries, send in 3 extra for FREE) 

late fee (for each entry received from 
Jan 10 - 16, 2009) 

x $10 =

Creature Feature x $10 =

Creature Feature x $10 =

SPD Members 
Check one: [  ] SPD member        [  ]  SPD member, joining or renewing now 

PUB 44 Annual pre-orders (members 
automatically receive one free annual)

 x $35 (member rate) =

individual membership (for 1 or 2 
members joining/renewing now) x $195 =

group membership (for 3 or more 
members joining/renewing together now) x $165 =

x $50 (non-member rate) =number of entries

Non-Members

  Payment Method:
[  ] check made payable to SPD, $US only          [  ] AMEX            [  ] MasterCard          [  ] Visa

Name 

Card Number 

Expiration Date

Signature 

x $10 =

x $50 (non-member rate) =

Total:

late fee (for each entry received from 
Jan 10 - 16, 2009)

PUB 44 Annual pre-orders 

Joining or Renewing Member’s Information
Name and Title 

Publication/Studio Address  

City/State/Zip 

Phone/Fax  

E-mail 
.(Please attach a sheet with additional members’ information.)

 

Send form and payment to SPD, 27 Union Square West, Suite 207,  
New York, NY 10003 tel: 212.223.3332, fax: 212.223.5880, e: mail@spd.org  
SPD TAX ID#: 23-7392480

!


