WeopenonCharlie KaufmanenteringaFre

Hollywood sbrainiest screenwriter pleases crowds
by refusing to be crowd-pleasing.
Hisdebutasdirector comeswith the usual

existential despair,

absurdisthumor,

and intellectual mischief.

Goahead

have a little gray matter with your

Raisinets.
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Hi Jason,

Iam really excited about this Charlie Kauf-
man profile. Youand | have discussed several
approachesincapturingthisbrilliantscreen-
writer as he makes his debut asan auteur with
Synecdoche, New York.

I think once you meet Kaufman, you Il have
abetter sense of the story you want to write.

But just to summarize our conversations so far:
You re going to request meeting with Charlie on
three separate occasions in his hometown of Los
Angeles. First, astandard in-person interview
ofacouple hoursor so.

Second, you Il be afly on the wall as Charlie
conducts some business related to the film s
release. If there sany postproduction left, that
would beideal would love to see himin the
editing room, for instance. Maybe even riding
along with Kaufman as he heads to the grocery
store. Then you do afollow-up interview by
phone if necessary. | m confident once you meet
him and forma rapport, you will come back
with plenty of material and we Il strategize
fromthere

Secondary interviews will likely be Philip Sey-
mour Hoffman and other cast members of Syn-
ecdoche. Also, collaborators Michel Gondry and
Spike Jonze would be excellent sources to round
out your story. If you need contact info for any
of these guys, let me know. I m happy to wrangle
Gondry and Jonze if you need

Your deadline is August 27, which is a quick
turnaround, but I m confident this story will
come together once you ve had time with Kauf-
man. This story is going to be great.
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