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nch bistro in Los Angeles. He looks nothing
like Nicholas Cage, who played Kaufman
in the Kaufman-penned film Adapta-
tion. Kaufman is slight, with a healthy
serving of reddish brown curls. Two
vertical creases€limb between his eye-

~ brows—the product, one imagines, of

™ countless furrowings. His wardrobeis

standard-issue LA screenwriter: short-sleeve Pengnin button-
down, tan jeans, lime-green socks. Kaufman, 50, has a reputation
forshyness, but as hetakes aseatinthe back corner of the re
rant, he speaks directly, rapidly, forcefully.

Kaufman recently completed work on his directerial debut, Syn- A STt Ch
ecdoche, New York. The film, which openedinlate October,ishis Wit sreemriter Zache
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